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THE  SUGAR  MAPLE  BOPJIR  .  . 

(Glycobius  speciosus_  Say .  ) 

Sugar  maples  when  uf^.ed  for  shade  are  often  attacked  by  the  maple  borez-. 
The  presence  of  dead  branches  or  limbs  with  yelloi?;  or  red  leaves  in  late 
summer  when  the  other  leaves  are  green  are  indications  of  the  attack  of  the 
borer.     The  adult  is  a  beauxiful  long-horned  beetle  about  an  inch  in  length, 
black  in  color  with  bright  yello?/  markings  in  bands  across  the.  body,  the 
centre  one  of  which  zigzags  across  the  body.     The  larva  when  full  grown  is  ■ 
about  two  inches  long.     This  stage  does  the  boring. 

Dr.  Britton  of  Connecticut  gives  the  following  control  measures 

"All  trees  and  branches  killed  by  this  borer  as  wall  as  those  nearly  dead 
froEi  its  attacks  should  be  removed,  preferably  before  June,  as  some  of  the 
borers  will  then  be  destroyed  before  the  adults  emerge.     Choice  shade  trees 
may  be  kept  in  a  greater  degree  of  freedom  from  borers  if  examined  carefully 
and  thoroughly  at  least  twice  each  year  and  the  borers  killed.     These  examina- 
tions should  be  made  not  too  late  in  fall  nor  too  early  in  spring.     A  good  time 
is  in  September,  before  the  grubs  go  into  winter  quarters,  and  again  in  May  after 
they  have  resumed  activity.     Burrows  msiy  be  located  by  the  sawdust  thrown  out 
and  scmetimes  by  the  sap,  and  by  judicious  cutting  in  the  bark,   it  is  possible 
to  find  the  grub  without  seriously  injuring  the  tree.     Too  much  cutting  might 
cause  as  much  damage  as  the  borer.     Where  the^-e  is  a  long  burrow,   it  is  not  nec- 
essary to  cut  it  open  the  whole  length,  taut  small  ctits  can  be  made  through  the 
ridge,  here  and  there,  until  the  borer  is  found.     It  is  often  possible  to  run  a 
wire  into  the  burrow  and  kill  the  grub  without  cutting  until  the  grub  is  exposed. 
Seme  writers  advise  injecting  carbon  disulphide  into  the  tunnsl  to  kill  the  borer. 
This  is  effective  if  the  tunnel  is  gas  tight,  and  the  opening  should  be  closed 
with  grafting  wax,  paraffin  or  a  bit  of  moist  soap.     But  on  account  of  the  uncart 
ainty  most  authorities  do  not  trust  the  carbon  distilphide  method,  but  recommend 
cutting  out  or  the  use  of  the  wire.  '  ' ;  ;  . 

Wherever  serious  wounds  are  made  in  cutting,  the  cut  surface  should  be  covered 
with  melted  paraffin  applied  with  a  brush.  All  dead  areas  where  wood  has  been 
killed  by  the  borers  should  be  covered  with  oaini. .  Most  tree  surgeons  use  coal 
tar  paint,  but  good  white  lead  and  linseed-oil.  witn  just  enough  lamp  black  and 
burnt  umber  added  to  match  the  color  of  the  outer  bark  makes  a  good  tree  paint. 
It  is  unsafe  to  use  pine  tar,  or  to  add  such  ingredients  as  turpentine  or  dryer 
to  the  whits  lead  paint". 


4  


